What is needed to foster
unity in the church?
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Oneness with Christ.
As we move towards oneness with Christ, we will
naturally become one with each other.
Ephesians 4:1-6,11-13
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all.
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.
Philippians 2:1-4
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.
For the church fellowship in which the Gentile and Jewish believers were united was no mere enrollment
on a register of membership; it involved their union with Christ by faith and therefore their union with
each other as fellow-members of his body. –F. F. Bruce
We want unity in the truth of God through the Spirit of God. This let us seek after; let us live near to
Christ, for this is the best way of promoting unity. Divisions in Churches never begin with those full of
love to the Savior. –Charles Spurgeon

Part of the church’s calling is to represent Christ
and the trinity.
John 17:22-23
My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
Ephesians 4:11-13
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.
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John 17:20-23
My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Because we are all one with Christ, we should
avoid pride associated with the group we fall into.
Galatians 3:26-27
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.
1 Corinthians 1:10-15
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one
another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in
mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there
are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”;
another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I
did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized in my
name.
1 Corinthians 3:3-9
You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you
not acting like mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you
not mere human beings?
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the
Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it
grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things
grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded
according to their own labor. For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.
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A love of Godly righteousness.
You will recognize those in the body of Christ by
their love of Jesus and the good fruit their lives
produce.
James 3:17-18
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a
harvest of righteousness.
Matthew 7:15-20
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious
wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from
thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.

You will recognize those outside of the body of
Christ by their disregard for sound doctrine and the
teachings of Jesus. The call to unity does not
apply to them in the same way.
1 Timothy 6:3-5
If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to
godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in
controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and
constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that
godliness is a means to financial gain.
1 Timothy 1:5-7
Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5
The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere
faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers
of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.
2 Timothy 2:25-26
25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to
a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil,
who has taken them captive to do his will.
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Acceptance of other believers.
If someone has proven themselves to be part of
the body by their love of Jesus and their love of
truth, our highest priority to should be to love and
accept them where they are.
1 John 2:9-10
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who
loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble.
1 John 4:10-12
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
1 Thessalonians 3:11-12
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the
Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for
you.
Matthew 5:22
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be
in danger of the fire of hell.

Someone else’s faith might look a little different
than yours.
Romans 14:1-8
Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person’s faith allows
them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The one who eats everything
must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not
judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To
their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of
them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one day as special does so to the
Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so
to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for
ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or
die, we belong to the Lord.
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I bless God that there are so many denominations. If there were not men who differed a little in their
creeds, we should never get as much gospel as we do… God has sent different men to defend different
kinds of truth; but Christ defended and preached all… Christ’s testimony was perfect. –Spurgeon

The nuances of another believer’s faith are
inconsequential.
Colossians 2:16-19
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the
reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of
angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are
puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the head, from
whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it
to grow.
We are not bound to make every minister our pastor, but we are bound to have a just respect for every
minister, who by his doctrine and holy life answereth his profession and holy calling. –Poole

If someone has proven themselves to be part of
the body by their love of Jesus and their love of
truth, our highest priority to should be to love and
accept them where they are.
Romans 14:15
If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by
your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died.
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A desire for Godly peace.
Part of our Godly calling is to be peacemakers.
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Romans 12:18
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
And he sometimes putteth himself between the two, when they are very angry, and taketh the blows from
both sides, for he knows that so Jesus did, who took the blows from his Father and from us also, that so
by suffering in our stead, peace might be made between God and man. –Charles Spurgeon

God finds people who are divisive detestable.
Proverbs 6:16-19
There are six things the Lord hates,
seven that are detestable to him:
haughty eyes,
a lying tongue,
hands that shed innocent blood,
a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are quick to rush into evil,
a false witness who pours out lies
and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.

Jesus came to bring peace and unity, not division.
Ephesians 2:14-18
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing
wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both
have access to the Father by one Spirit.
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People in the body who are divisive should be
avoided, and we should avoid entering into foolish
arguments about things that don’t matter.
Romans 16:17-18
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way
that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving
our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive
people.
Titus 3:9-11
But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because
these are unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time.
After that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that such people are warped and sinful; they
are self-condemned.
2 Timothy 2:23-26
Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.
24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not
resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance
leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the
trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

It is more important to be reconciled to a brother or
sister than to perform a religious duty.
Matthew 5:23-24
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has
something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them;
then come and offer your gift.
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Humility.
God looks with favor upon those who are humble.
Isaiah 66:1-2
This is what the Lord says:
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.
Where is the house you will build for me?
Where will my resting place be?
Has not my hand made all these things,
and so they came into being?”
declares the Lord.
“These are the ones I look on with favor:
those who are humble and contrite in spirit,
and who tremble at my word.

We must value others about ourselves.
Philippians 2:1-4
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Godly wisdom naturally leads to humility.
Philippians 2:1-4
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the
humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not boast abut it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every
evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a
harvest of righteousness.

